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T

I mean the skill sharing,  it's really important that we, someone, for example, say in a  way directly related to bicycles, in terms of maintaining bikes and things like that, and then it just gets exponential, that person, someone then helps someone else, it's all about empowering people in a broad spectrum of things, although our name suggests we are specifically related to bicycles, it is kind of a lifestyle-thing as well, and there are a lot of other components to it.

D

I think like you could, one way I look at bicycology is I see it as a platform for inspiration I have and I share with the people who are involved in bicycology. 

01:00 Tim&DanQ8

SO if I have an idea of something I feel would really help people, like for instance, it is not my idea at all but, somebody in the group developed a really nice bicycle energy trailer you could can tow by bicycle. It has a peddle stand you could put the bicycle onto, it has a solar panel on top and a little sound system in it. And they had already done a few things like that but they developed this one for bicycology, and that has been inspirational and key to what we do as a group, but they have been able to use that also outside bicycology, and they have learned a lot from being suppported in going through that experience. So internally within the group, supporting each other to try out things is a way in which value circulates and then it can go outside of the group. And then of course, if we come up with something that works really well, it benefits the people who come along to our events. So it's not really a circle, but there is definitely a lot of supporting from different people and a lot of inspiration circulating around.
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T

I think just another example to embellish a bit what Dan said is one thing that is really popular that we do or well attended is like 12 Volt power generation. And also we have a sound system which we sort of developed and is really popular, so people/ So now there are like 3 or 4 of the sound systems which are powered by ours and also facilitated by ours in terms of us sharing the knowledge of how to put it together  

D

and they are really customly designed things, there hasn't been an industry for bicycle towed sound systems, but there is definitely a place for community voice to have something which is easy to move about and gives voice to a community. So there is a real place for them, but  the people in bicycology that design themselves
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had to think in a really interesting way to  come up with making them very efficient, easily tow-able, waterproof,  all the electronics in side it, so that has been great for them,  and great for the people that have copied the idea and gone on to make some more of them. 

T

I thin a nice, perhaps a nice example that I can think of illustrates it is at the recent climate camp this year at Black heath, there was just a really nice that people I had not met before came along and put/used  some of our tools and this and that and the other to make a peddle powered smoothy maker. And they had all this skipped fruit that they had. It was just kind of nice to just watch that happening. I'm not saying that they were inspired by us, I think just the fact that we had some tools they could use but to see that come to fruition -what a bad pun! - we've got a bit of a pun thing going on at the moment; to see that come to fruition. Just to see that, Yeah, I found it really inspirational. I guess that's what we are saying a bit about the value that I attribute to that is not something tangible, it is a personal thing. But better than getting paid a lot.

D

yeah

T

Free smoothies is what we get out of it            

D

And a lot of people have contacted us since going, waauw you had a bicycle smoothy maker, how does that work. A good idea that is created at community level gets replicated and it is great to be part of it, and it does, like, I haven't got  financial value out of bicycology, but I've gained inspiration and support in lots of the things that I do in bicycology than I then have done outside of Bicycology. For instance I've made some films within bicycology and then I've been supported by the group and then I've made some outside of bicycology .

T

And it is something we didn't have before; was it.  So it was great to see something we talked about it being a nice idea but not got round to it. Then there's someone else to pick up the thread and do it.

